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A SPECIAL WORD TO THE BRIDE AND GROOM 

 

Congratulations! You are going to be married. Your coming marriage involves many 
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days, weeks, perhaps even months, of careful and thoughtful preparation on the part of 

both of you. Because of the many details that still lie ahead of you, it is important that 

you take time now to do some serious thinking and planning for the wedding itself. We 

hope the information and suggestions in this booklet will be helpful to you. 

 

The marriage service that you are anticipating is different from many other weddings in 

that it is a CHRISTIAN wedding. The very fact that you have chosen to be married in the 

church indicates that your concern is for a Christian wedding. 

 

Let us look for a moment at some of the features that will make your Christian wedding 

different. 

 

Our Presbyterian Book of Order states that AChristian marriage should be celebrated in the 

place where the community gathers for worship. As a service of Christian worship, the 

marriage service is under the direction of the minister and the supervision of the Session@ 

(the official board of our church). 

 

God has ordained that a man and a woman may enter together into marriage, pledging 

their love and promising fidelity to the other, as long as both shall live. 

 

Since the Christian marriage service is an act of worship, it is fitting that attention be 

drawn to God and that it be centered in Christ. Therefore what is appropriate for a 

wedding service is that which is appropriate for a worship service. 

 

The Christian wedding is also a public act of the church and the community. Though it is 

a service in which the two of you pledge yourselves to each other in the sight of God, you 

are making public profession of your intent as well. The members of your congregation 

and your guests are members of your spiritual family and share your joy as fellow 

worshipers. 

 

It is as the opening phrases of the traditional wedding declare, ADear friends, we are 

assembled here in the presence of God and of these witnesses, to join this man and this 

woman in holy marriage; which is instituted of God, regulated by His commandments, 

blessed by our Lord Jesus Christ, and is to be held in honor among all people.@ 

 

Many couples are taking the opportunity to write some of the parts of their wedding. This 

practice is encouraged as it indicates they care about what is included in the service. All 

changes and additions must be made in close consultation with the minister, however. 
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NON-MEMBER WEDDING 

It is ordinarily required that either the bride or groom, their parents, or at least one 

grandparent, be a member of The Presbyterian Church prior to the marriage service. In 

cases where there is no relationship to this church, approval of the Session will be 

necessary and may involve meeting with representatives of the Session along with the 

minister. 

 

SCHEDULING 

Your first contact should be with the minister to discuss the date, time and place of your 

wedding and if a reception is desired at the church. The church=s calendar is frequently 

a busy one as is the minister=s, so it is wise to schedule your wedding well in advance. 

We request that you come to the church to arrange the wedding first, then schedule your 

reception, photographer, wedding party, and other related activities. 

 

In general, the minister will not conduct a wedding service on short notice. Sixty days is a 

preferred time, though exceptions may be made in consultation with the minister. 

 

Fill out the Wedding Information Form as soon as possible, and return it to the church 

office. This must be done for all weddings and is essential for the scheduling of all 

arrangements. 

 

Weddings conducted at the church are performed by our minister. If the couple requests, 

other ministers may be asked to assist, only after consulting with the minister of this 

church, and when specifically invited and arranged through our minister. 

 

Only one sanctuary wedding will be scheduled during any given weekend because of the 

additional work required of the church staff. Weddings will be scheduled on a first come, 

first served basis, with church members having priority. 

 

Weddings will not be scheduled from the weekend nearest December 15 until after the 

first weekend in January. From December 1 to approximately December 15, only one 

wedding will be scheduled. Also, no weddings will be held during Holy Week. 

 

Arrangements for the wedding and the rehearsal are handled by the wedding coordinator.  

The bride and groom are to contact her soon after their first meeting with the minister. 

The wedding coordinator=s name and phone number are on the inside cover of this 

booklet. To schedule arrangements for music, please see the section on music on pages 4 

and 5. The minister will strongly encourage the couple to attend church worship services 

if they do not already do so. 



 4 

 

 

COUNSELING 

The Presbyterian Book of Order tells us that Ain preparation for the marriage service, the 

minister asked to lead the service shall provide for a discussion with the man and the 

woman concerning: 

1. The nature of their Christian commitment, assuring that at least one is a 

professing Christian 

2. The legal requirements of the state 

3. The privileges and responsibilities of Christian marriage 

4. The nature and form of the marriage service 

5. The vows and commitments they will be asked to make 

6. The relationship of these commitments to their lives of discipleship 

7. The resources of the faith and the Christian community to assist them in 

fulfilling their marriage commitments. 

 

The bride and groom should, therefore, look forward to their meeting with the minister 

for guidance and counseling regarding their marriage plans as well as the specific 

wedding service. The number and duration of these conferences may very from couple to 

couple, and the minister may suggest certain reading material. 

 

The minister may, in his judgment, recommend postponing the wedding if he feels that a 

later date would benefit the marriage. 

 

FEES 

 

There are several fees associated with church weddings for the use of certain facilities 

and for the various personnel involved. Please see the separate fee sheet for specifics. 

Fees must be paid individually to the minister, wedding coordinator, organist, soloist 

(provided by the church), sound technician and the custodian. Separate checks made 

payable to these people must be delivered to the church office no later than the day of the 

Rehearsal. Checks must be written individually to each person – a single check for all 

fees payable to the church will be returned as this requires extra accounting and check-

writing on the part of office staff. Payment for use of the Sanctuary and Dressing Rooms 

and/or the Kitchen and Campbell Hall must be by check payable to The Presbyterian 

Church and received in the church office no later than the day of the Rehearsal. 

 

LICENSE 

Before any wedding may be performed in the State of Ohio, a marriage license must be 

obtained. This is done by contacting the Probate Court of Pickaway County, located on 
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the main floor of the County Court House (474-1524).  

There is no waiting period required between getting the license and the wedding, though 

it is advisable not to wait until the last minute. The license is good for a maximum of 60 

days.  One or both members of the wedding party must be a resident of Pickaway County 

if the license is obtained in this county, and both should be present to sign for the license. 

 

Please contact the Probate Court for further details or changes to the fee. 

 

The marriage license should be given to the minister no later than the day of the wedding 

rehearsal. 

 

MUSIC 

Music is an integral part of Christian worship, and should be considered 

carefully for your wedding service. 

 

The church organist or assistant organist plays for all weddings in The Circleville 

Presbyterian Church. If, for some reason, neither is available, the church organist will 

designate who will play. Any request for a guest organist, e.g., relative or friend, must be 

referred to the church organist. Such requests are usually granted only in exceptional 

circumstances. 

 

The Presbyterian Book of Order states that “music suitable for the marriage service 

directs attention to God and expresses the faith of the church.” The general guideline, 

therefore, is that what music is appropriate for a wedding is that which is appropriate for 

a Sunday worship service. “Popular,” “sentimental” and most secular music is generally 

inappropriate in the church setting. If you have a particularly strong attachment to 

compositions of this nature, we suggest you have them played or sung at your reception. 

 

The church organist (or assistant organist) will help you determine suitable selections of 

music. You should make an appointment to meet with the organist, at the organ console, 

for a consultation to plan the music. Expect to spend approximately one hour at this 

meeting. Prelude music, processional and recessional music, and any vocal solos will be 

decided. Please bring with you any requests you may have; these will be discussed during 

the music consultation. In addition, the organist will suggest suitable music and play 

portions of each composition for your consideration. Note: The cost of any music not in 

our files should be paid by the couple.  

 

Prelude music begins 30 minutes prior to the stated time of the wedding ceremony. This 

music usually consists of soft, meditative pieces and one or two joyous numbers. Several 

vocal solos may be included if desired. The Processional and Recessional music are 

usually majestic and joyous. There are many appropriate hymns, as well as compositions 
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written for events of pomp and pageantry, which are suitable for this purpose. Note: 

Wagner’s “Wedding March” was written for a pagan mythological ceremony that ended 

in tragedy. Therefore, it is not appropriate for a Christian ceremony. 

 

It is our policy that the recessional music continues until the church is empty of wedding 

guests. Other than the composition played during the actual recessional of the wedding 

party, this music is generally selected by the organist. 

 

A soloist, vocal or instrumental, may be used in the wedding service. It is required that 

the text of any vocal solo be Scriptural or otherwise sacred in nature. If a soloist is 

desired, several are available within the church or locally. If an out-of-town soloist is 

desired, the organist must be consulted before said soloist is asked to participate. This is 

to insure that adequate rehearsal time is available prior to the wedding rehearsal. 

Rehearsals with soloists are not scheduled on the day of the wedding. 

 

The church’s handbell choir may also be used in your wedding service. If you desire this 

option, discuss it with the bell choir director, and with the organist at the time of your 

music consultation. There is a charge for use of the bell choir; see enclosed schedule of 

fees.   

 

Hymns are often sung at weddings and have the attraction of incorporating the 

congregation and guests into the service. There are several appropriate hymns in The 

Presbyterian Hymnal. 

 

Please note: The wedding service begins when the prelude music starts, and ends only 

when the last of the congregation has been dismissed and the recessional music 

concludes. The final decision for all music presented during the wedding service rests 

with the organist and pastor. 

 

REHEARSAL 

All wedding rehearsals are under the direction of the minister and the wedding 

coordinator.  The coordinator is responsible for all arrangements and details concerning 

the wedding and the rehearsal and is also able to answer any questions concerning 

Presbyterian marriage traditions related to the ceremony. There is a minimum honorarium 

for the wedding coordinator (see enclosed sheet). 

 

The rehearsal is an important, integral part of the marriage service. Its purpose is to help 

assure that the actual ceremony will proceed smoothly. The rehearsal is ordinarily held 

the evening before the day of the wedding ceremony and lasts approximately one hour 

from the time it begins. 
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To assure a smooth-flowing ceremony and anticipate any problems, it is expected that all 

members of the wedding party will be present for the rehearsal. These may include: bride 

and groom; maid or matron of honor; best man; bridesmaids; groomsmen; ushers if 

separate from groomsmen; flower girl(s) and ringbearer, if any; and the parents of both 

partners. When asking people to be members of your wedding party, please be certain 

that they can attend the rehearsal. Soloists and other musicians in addition to the organist 

are strongly encouraged to attend the rehearsal so that they clearly understand their roles, 

and timing, in the wedding service. However, they will not perform during the rehearsal 

in the interest of time. 

 

If for some reason any of these designated participants is unable to attend the evening 

rehearsal, then the time of the rehearsal may be shifted to another time so that all may 

attend. 

 

If there is a rehearsal dinner, it is customary to invite the minister, musicians, and their 

spouses to attend. It is recommended that the rehearsal take place before the dinner. 

 

ATTENDANTS 

The minister and/or wedding coordinator will discuss options for participation of 

attendants in the wedding service.   

 

Custom indicates there be an equal number of men and women in the wedding party. 

Space at the front of the church sanctuary is limited and should be considered when 

selecting attendants. We suggest not more than five bridesmaids (including maid/matron 

of honor) and five groomsmen (including the best man). More than this number can cause 

crowding which can detract from the beauty of your wedding. Please note: moving or 

removing furnishings in the front of the church, including the communion table, 

baptismal font, pulpit and the grand piano, is not permitted. 

 

It is suggested than any young children you may wish to include in your wedding party 

be at least five years of age. Very young children can become frightened or confused by a 

church full of people, loud and majestic music, and other factors. They will be standing in 

place for at least 15 minutes, so we ask that you use discretion in making these decisions. 

 

Ushers B There may be additional ushers, or the groomsmen may serve as ushers if 

desired.  If the number of guests is expected to exceed 100, separate ushers are strongly 

encouraged.  Their responsibilities include lighting the candles and seating the guests. It 

is helpful if one usher is familiar with the bride=s family and friends and another with 
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the groom=s. Ushers should request that guests with cameras refrain from taking 

pictures during the service of worship. 

 

DECORATIONS 

Beautiful decorations enhance a beautiful building, if they do not detract from the central 

purpose of the Christian wedding. As the Book of Order states, AFlowers, decorations, and 

other appointments should be appropriate to the place of worship, enhance the 

worshipers= consciousness of the reality of God, and reflect the integrity and simplicity 

of Christian life.@  The minister and wedding coordinator will be happy to discuss your 

decorating ideas with you. 

 

Local florists are generally familiar with the appropriateness of decorations, flowers and 

candles in our church. When weddings take place on Saturday, flowers may be left for 

the church service on Sunday. If this is done, mention of it is made in the Sunday 

bulletin.  Scheduling of flowers may be arranged through the church office.  Indication 

should be made on the wedding coordinator=s form. 

 

Should you wish to have a candlelight ceremony, the church has two 7-branch candelabra 

which may be used. Use of a 3-branch candelabra for a Aunity candle@ in the ceremony 

itself should be discussed with the minister and/or wedding coordinator. 

 

Because of air currents, especially when the air conditioning is in use, we have 

discovered that the placement of open candles on the floor level causes excessive wax 

drip and other potential safety issues. Therefore, the large candelabra and any other open 

flame candles, except for the unity candle, if used, are placed in the chancel area or 

covered with a candle chimney. 

 

The air conditioning does not extend to the overflow area behind the main sanctuary. 

Therefore, the folding doors at the rear of the sanctuary are to remain closed at all times 

when the air conditioning is in operation in order to maintain the temperature at a 

comfortable level and to control operating costs. The only exception is when the size of 

the congregation exceeds the seating capacity in the main sanctuary. 

 

No floral pieces or other decorations may be placed on the grand piano because of the 

danger of damage should they leak or be upset. One small floral arrangement may be 

placed on the right side of the organ console. 
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Please be sure to indicate on the wedding coordinator=s form if you plan to use candles. 

All candles need to be provided by the wedding party. 

 

An aisle runner or Awalk-away@ is not necessary, but if one is desired, some florists will 

provide it. The church does not have an aisle runner. 

 

 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Wedding pictures bring back beautiful memories. Your photographer should always 

contact the minister or wedding coordinator before the ceremony begins if there are 

questions or suggestions. 

 

Only silent, non-flash pictures from the rear or from the balcony may be taken during the 

ceremony. Pictures may be taken of the bridal party as they start down the aisle and as 

they recess at the close of the ceremony. 

 

Guests should be reminded that they are not to take pictures during the wedding service 

itself. It is required that the following announcement be included conspicuously in the 

printed wedding service bulletin: “The Presbyterian Church respectfully requests that 

guests refrain from taking photographs and video recording during today’s wedding 

service. 

 

Videotaping may be done, but only from the balconies. Hidden cameras or other 

equipment should not be used anywhere in the church sanctuary. 

 

Please do not take close-up video shots of the minister, organist, soloist or other 

musicians during their performances. If photos of these people are desired, they will be 

glad to pose after the ceremony. 

 

If any professional photographs are taken in the sanctuary prior to the wedding service, 

they must be completed and all equipment removed no later than one-half hour before the 

prelude music begins. Light stands, tripods and other photographic gear may not be left in 

any part of the sanctuary during the service. 

 

The setting up of photographic equipment, such as lights, tripods, etc. is not to be done 

until after all wedding guests have left the sanctuary and the recessional music is ended. 

 

Photographers are not to move the kneeling bench, microphones, or any other furnishings 
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without first consulting the minister or wedding coordinator. A separate page of detailed 

guidelines for professional photographers is included with this booklet. It is to be given to 

your photographer when meeting with him/her to plan your photographs. 

 

WEDDING BULLETINS 

Printed wedding bulletins listing the order of service and members of the wedding party 

may be used. Samples are available from the minister, wedding coordinator or church 

secretary.  Please make arrangements with the church secretary at least six weeks prior to 

the wedding to order bulletins. Bulletin covers for weddings may be purchased or ordered 

through the church office. Separate arrangements for preparation and printing of them 

must also be made. If you desire the church secretary to prepare your wedding bulletin, 

all material and information must be in her hands at least three (3) weeks prior to the 

wedding date. Please note: Failure to meet this deadline may result in your having to 

make alternate printing arrangements. 

 

RECEPTIONS AT THE CHURCH 

All church receptions are under the direction of the Presbyterian Women and should be 

scheduled at the initial meeting of the couple with the minister. A church reception 

should also be indicated on the wedding information form. There are separate fees 

involved for church receptions. 

 

Invitations to the reception should be extended to the minister, organist and wedding 

coordinator and their spouses, as well as to the soloist(s) and other people who have made 

your wedding special. 

 

REMINDERS 

For health reasons and consideration of others, smoking is not permitted in the church 

building. 

 

No alcoholic beverages, drugs or firearms are to be brought into the church or on the 

church’s property. The minister may refuse to proceed with the rehearsal and/or wedding 

if members of the wedding party have obviously been drinking. 

 

The throwing of confetti, rice, bird seed, or any other material inside any part of the 

church building is not permitted. Outside, only the use of bubbles is allowed. 

 

Ushers and members of the wedding party must be in the church at least one hour before 

the wedding, especially if you plan to dress at the church. Ushers should be ready in the 

sanctuary at least 40 minutes before the service. 

 

The processional starts at the time printed in the wedding invitation. 
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We hope that this booklet has been informative and helpful. We want to do everything 

possible to see that your wedding day is the happiest you have yet experienced. 

 

If you have any questions regarding these guidelines and policies, please contact the 

church as soon as possible. 

 

Above all, let us constantly remember that all we think and say and do is under the 

guidance of our Lord. 
 


